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David G. Farragut arrived off Ship Island in Feb-
ruary, 1862, to begin the campaign which was to lay
New Orleans under our guns. From the day that he
took command the atmosphere in the neighborhood
of Ship Island, which was our Important naval base
for the Gulf, seemed to be surcharged with his en-
ergy. When Mr. Fox had proposed the attack on
New Orleans, the most wealthy and populous city
of the Confederacy, Mr. Lincoln had said: "Go
ahead, but avoid a disaster'*; by which he meant,
no doubt, that in case of failure he did not want to
see a loss which would be a serious blow to Northern
prestige.

After a canvass of all the captains in the navy,
Farragut, on the recommendation of Mr. Fox and
of Porter, had been chosen for this enterprise, which
was to make his reputation. Though there is truth
in the saying, " Young men for war, and old men for
counsel," it does not always hold. Farragut was not
one of the captains whose initiative had been weak-
ened by age. The only criticism ever offered of
him was that possibly he had too much of it. But
that proved a very winning fault for him. He was
sixty; which I, at least, ought not to consider too
old, as I myself was sixty, or within two years of
statutory retiring age, at the outbreak of the Span-
ish War.

In the late seventies, when there seemed no hope
of our ever having a modern navy, and many officersriver for which she was
